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Construction of the South Mountain Loop 202 Freeway could save commuters $5.9 billion in the 
first 16 years by reducing congestion and delays. 

That's according to an economic impact study done by the Arizona Department of Transportation 
and engineering firm HDR, which presented the study to the South Mountain Citizens Advisory 
Team Tuesday night. 

On the other hand, the freeway will cost at least $1.7 billion to build, will reduce Phoenix property 
and sales taxes by $32 million, will result in a $295 million reduction in property and sales tax 
revenues from land pulled from development to make way for the 10-lane freeway, and will require 
the relocation of 119 business and more than 1,500 workers. 

While on paper the project pencils out, members of the advisory team, like Brian Smith of the 
Calebrea Homeowners Association at the end of Pecos Road, pointed out there were plenty of other 
costs that weren't accounted for, including the loss of HOA dues because homes will be demolished, 
loss of livability and the impact the Loop 202 will have on resale values of homes and how that 
impacts home values and property tax collections for schools districts. 

Then there's the people left behind, who once had a scenic view of mountains and are now left with a 
tall sound wall outside their window, is also a concern, according to advisory team member Laurie 
Prendergast, who represents Laveen Citizens for Sensible Development. 

"The monetary damage is huge for those who are left behind," Prendergast said. 

Mike Goodman, representing the Phoenix Mountain Preserve Council on the advisory team, also 
wondered if connecting the Loop 202 into Interstate 10 near 55th Avenue wouldn't just create 
congestion similar to the Broadway curve, thereby nullifying any financial benefits. 

In the end, Bill Vachon of the Federal Highway Administration pointed out that highway 
improvements and time savings are system wide and can't be looked at in pieces, but as a whole. 

It was just the latest in a contentious and long-running effort to update the 1985 plan for a freeway 
from I-10 in Ahwatukee Foothills, through the corner of South Mountain Park and north to 
reconnect with I-10. 

Originally approved, but never funded, ADOT began updating the original plan in 2001 to take into 
account the rapid growth in Ahwatukee Foothills and on the west side of the project. 

A draft environmental impact statement is still being hashed out with the Gila River Indian 
Community, whose members have concerns about deep cuts in two South Mountain ridges 
considered to be sacred, and ADOT, which is looking for a solution to the cultural issue. 

The next advisory team meeting is set for Aug. 28 at South Mountain Community College. Cultural 
issues along the freeways 25-mile route will be discussed.
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